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Ottokar's treatment of Margaret alienates from him the
nobles of Austria and Styria. The indignities heaped
upon them open the eyes of the delegates who have come to
offer him the imperial crown. His overweening pride in
ostensibly disdaining the title of emperor prepares the way
for his final downfall.

Grillparzer presents in various ways the character of
Ottokar in a less sombre light than does the "Chronicle."
He is there depicted as having rid himself of Margaret by
poison, just as he had caused the barbarous death of the
elder Merenberg. In the play Ottokar is troubled by re-
morse for having thrown Merenberg into prison. He re-
tains to the last the attachment of devoted followers.
Whatever his faults, hypocrisy and intrigue are foreign
to his character.

In more than one passage Grillparzer emphasises the re-
semblance of Ottokar to Napoleon, although, in Ehrhard's
words, "his theme, a downfall due to pride and tyranny,
forbade his investing Ottokar with the grandeur of a man
whose eye had fascinated him when he saw him standing
on the flight of steps in front of the castle of Schonbrunn,"
As so often in his writings, so also in this drama, Grill-
parzer dwells on the need of looking in one's own heart
for earthly peace and happiness. Napoleon was far from
supplying a suitable illustration for such a text. In some
detached prose reflections, as in two poems devoted to the
fallen conqueror, Grillparzer has left on record his real
estimate of Napoleon's character: "What was it that urged
him on to his gigantic enterprises ? Was it a desire for
the happiness of France, of the world at large ? He prob-
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